
 

 

 
 
27 March 2020 
 
Dear Parents / Carers 
 
We have reached the end of our first week of online learning and I want to say well done to all those 
students who have been making such good progress. Next week’s Online Learning will be accessible on 
Monday and we are also planning to have some activities for students over the Easter break.  
 
Academy staff continue to work hard to provide students with additional learning tasks on the Online 
Curriculum; it is important that you encourage your child to attempt this work at a reasonable pace during 
the week. Each subject and course has an email point of contact. If your child is having any difficultly, this 
is the person they should contact using their Academy email. The staff assigned to look after that course 
will respond, so students should not hesitate to get in touch.   
 
We understand that everyone's situation is different; some children might have to share computer access 
with members of your household but it helps to establish a routine for learning at home that is flexible. I 
have included some key things you may wish to consider when supporting learning from home: 
 

 Maintain consistent going to sleep and getting up routines across the week (Monday to Friday) as if 

children were at school as normal. 

 Structure the day for the Online Curriculum, breaks, eating healthy meals and snacks, drinking water 

and some physical activity. 

 If needed, make the day adaptable - change when breaks and physical activity are taken. You may 

want to begin with a Joe Wicks workout to get your child motivated for the day.  

 Encourage children to do things that keep their minds working, such as sketching, making things, 

helping cook, tidying up around the house, starting a personal journal, completing puzzles, or helping 

younger siblings with their learning. 

 Keep children active; there are lots of links to home workouts on the Online Curriculum.  If you go for 

a walk, remember the advice is to stay with your household (people who you live with) and not to meet 

in groups.  

 Stay socially connected.  Children can reach out to friends and family via phone or video chats.  They 

could write a card or a letter to an elderly neighbour or relative. Always remember the importance of 

online safety; make sure you know what your child is doing online. 

Free Downloadable PiXL Apps 

 
Students in Year 7 were recently provided with log in details for the PiXL Timetables and Maths apps, 
whilst  Year 10 and 11 students have access to PiXL apps for English Literature, Maths, Geography and 
History.  These apps are a great way to keep your subject knowledge and skills up-to-date.  They are free 
to download from all App Stores for mobile and tablet devices, or can be installed onto PCs or laptops by 
visiting the following websites: 
Maths   https://mathsapp.pixl.org.uk/ 
English Literature http://englishapp.pixl.org.uk 
History   https://historyapp.pixl.org.uk/ 
Geography  https://geographyapp.pixl.org.uk/ 
For username and password help, please contact support@sandwellacademy.com 
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Star student 

Every week, we choose a Star Student who would normally be interviewed for our weekly broadcast. We 
would still like to highlight the great work of our students and would ask you to send in any pictures of great 
work done by your child. Please email Mrs Walton with your entries: dwalton@sandwellacademy.com  
This week, we would like to give a huge congratulations to the students at the top of the PiXL Apps Leader 
Boards: 
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Rainbows in windows to spread joy 

You may already be aware that people all over the country are painting rainbows to place in their 
windows. The Art Department would like to encourage students to take part. Email Miss Deakin 
jdeakin@sandwellacademy.com pictures of your rainbows and we will share them each week on the  
 

Online Curriculum to cheer everyone up! 
  

Year 8 Options 

A reminder to any Year 8 parents who have not submitted their option choices for next year; can you 
please send these to Mr Mills cmills@sandwellacademy.com or contact him with any issues.  
 
Thank you to everyone for their positive messages and collaborative approach. I would like to wish you 
all a very happy weekend. 
 
Mr Williams 
Headteacher 
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